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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
From the Co-Presidents
by Nancy Greenberg & Deborah Schweizer
Thoughts from Nancy

Deborah and I are writing this in the midst of Sukkot and I
personally am still thinking about the High Holy Days. So
just a word about our beautiful services. Thank you to
everyone who participated, you brought me a renewed sense
of community and spirituality. Thank you again.
As the secular New Year arrives, it is almost like Yom
Kippur, reflection on what I have accomplished and what I
am going to have to work harder at in the New Year. I spoke
in my last bulletin article about T’shuvah, T’zedakah and
T’filah. In this year 5777 and 2017 I will commit myself to
these three principles.
As we approach the secular holidays overlapping Hanukkah,
I hope everyone will have had a joyous Thanksgiving and is
now focused on Hanukkah and the New Year 2017. Really,
2017?!!!! My grandmother used to tell me, when I was little
and couldn’t wait for my birthday to arrive, that as I got
older time would pass much more quickly and I should enjoy
being young. Of course I always laughed at this and thought
how could that be? Wow was she right.
The ancient story of Hanukkah has an important message
for us. The Maccabees and their followers struggled to
maintain Judaism in the face of a larger and pervasive
culture. That struggle, and the victory, is the real issue
behind the Hanukkah story. In a world where so many
people are turned against each other; in a world where there
is so much moral and spiritual darkness, we Jews continue to
bring a vision of light and hope for all humanity. Judaism
calls upon each of us to do our part in the quest for Tikkun
Olam - fixing our world. We believe that deeds of kindness
and generosity are the way in which we serve God and the
greater community.
May our Hanukkah flames remind us that we are a people of
hope, a people with a religion that speaks to the sanctity of
all life. Yes, even in the face of the different darknesses that
we find in our world, we believe that each of us is called
upon to be a flame of light and goodness, bringing hope and
"fixing" to our ailing world.

Thoughts from Deborah
This time of year is always a little melancholy for me. I love
welcoming the fall season with the changing colors (yes,
even in Northern California), the crisp air, warm sweaters,
and the excitement of the harvest bounty. But it is also a
time when the loss of many dear loved ones is felt most
profoundly, especially as we prepare for the upcoming
holidays and hunker in for the long, cold nights of winter.
My challenge is to hold onto hope and optimism and
remember to acknowledge and appreciate my blessings, even
as my heart is heavy.

And there is much to hold
onto that makes me grateful
here at BIJ:
Our dedicated and caring
Board of Trustees and Team
Leaders work hard every day,
week and month, together with
our equally devoted and
talented staff and clergy, to make sure that we continue to
provide the spiritual, educational, social and social action
programs that define who BIJ is as a community. While it
often may seem as if things just “happen” here at BIJ, the
reality is that every Friday night and Shabbat service, every
Oneg and Kiddush, every Feast, festival, Lunch and Learn,
class, and program is the result of the diligent efforts of our
wonderful lay leaders, volunteers, staff and clergy.
The calendar for November and December is filled with
many opportunities for us to engage with one another as a
community. Whether it is through adult learning, the
religious school, the variety of Friday night service programs,
Torah study, Saturday morning Shabbat services, Rosh
Chodesh, Food Bank volunteering, sandwich making, the
Hanukkah Fair, or the Community Hanukkah Celebration,
good times have been planned for a wide variety of interests.
The generosity of our members continues... Many of you
have renewed your membership commitments and made
pledges to our Annual Fund. Member support keeps us
going.
So, as the winter approaches, I hold onto the hope that the
upcoming days, months and year will be filled with many
reasons for us to come together in joy, celebration, learning
and bettering our world. I look forward to seeing you and
invite each of you to consider getting involved in a way that
you have not done before. Perhaps try coming to a new
service or program that you have never attended before. Or,
if you have an idea about something you would like to see,
share it with one of our team leaders.*
Each of us makes our community. Who and what we are
depends on each of us.

Nancy and Deborah
*Team Leaders: Education – Lori Ganz, Spiritual Practice
– Barbara Hammel, Community Outreach & Development –
Deb Braun, Community Operations – Reeva Safford
Working Group Leaders: Fundraising – Aimee Golant,
Marketing and Communications – Lynne Rappaport, Care &
Concern – Lynne Rappaport, Finance – Matthew Lefkowitz,
Treasurer – Cassandra Spacek
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY
LOOKING BACK...and LOOKING FORWARD
By Rabbi Danny Gottlieb
Looking Back Upon the Holy
Days and Festivals
Our High Holy Day and Festival services
and celebrations are still a lingering
memory as I write these words. The
warmth and connection that was present
in the sanctuary, and later in the sukkah
and dancing with the sifrei Torah with
our friends from B’nai Emunah, sweetened and enriched each
of these holy days. The engaging music and participatory
prayer reminded us all of how much we feel a part of this
loving congregational family. Ricki and I are looking forward
to a good and sweet year with all of you, as we continue to
grow in number and in strength…
First, a word of thanks to all of those who worked so hard to
make our High Holy Day and Festival services so beautiful. In
particular, I want to thank the following people:
 Ricki Weintraub
 Sara Heckelman
 Neil Bronstein
 Deb Braun, our High Holy Day Coordinator
 John Hirten and the Nashira Choir
 All of the readers, service participants and shofar blowers
 Our caring childcare staff who led our children’s programs
 All of our greeters, security and office volunteers
 Nancy Greenberg, Deborah Schweizer and the members
of the Board of Trustees
 Barbara Hammel, our Spiritual Practices Team Leader
 Nicholas Cole-Farrell, our sound and video technician
The beauty and harmony of our High Holy and Festival days
sets the tone for the year ahead, and for many new Temple
events and programs that we will experience in the year ahead.
May it be a year of peace and blessing for us all.
For those who were not able to attend all of the services, or
who wish to return to my words, you can find my High Holy
Day sermons on the website www.bij.org

Looking Forward to the Year Ahead
Our Adult Education Collaboration Continues
Once again this year we will have an exciting and varied
menu of adult education courses and programs, offered in

partnership with B’nai Emunah, Ner Tamid and Or Shalom.
Please check the website (www.bij.org) as well as our e-blasts
for details, and join us for these learning sessions throughout
the year.

Basic Judaism
Beginning in November and continuing until May, I will
offer an Introduction to Judaism course for prospective
converts and others who want to begin learning about
Judaism. Please contact me at rabbigottlieb@bij.org if you
are interested.

Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah
It has been a few years since BIJ last offered Adult Bar/Bat
Mitzvah. But we know that there are some of our members
who did not have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah at
age 13—perhaps they lived in places
where that was not possible, or their
congregation did not offer Bat Mitzvah
to girls, or perhaps they were not Jewish
when they were 13. There is also a
custom of having a second Bar/Bat
Mitzvah at age 83, and we welcome our
members who are approaching this
milestone as well. Ricki and I will offer a program of study
and Hebrew learning so that Bar/Bat Mitzvah can be
celebrated by all who have the desire. Please contact me at
rabbigottlieb@bij.org if you are interested.

Torah and Haftarah Chanting and Service Leading
Our Shabbat morning services are enriched by the
participation of members chanting Torah and Haftarah.
Again this year we are inviting all past B’nai Mitzvah to
chant maftir on the anniversary of their Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
And we also want to invite anyone who would like to learn
how to chant Torah or Haftarah to study with Ricki and me,
and then join the cohort of chanters. (If your Hebrew needs
a brush-up before you take on the chanting, you can begin
with a refresher in Ricki’s Thursday evening adult Hebrew
class.) And if you want to learn to lead the Shabbat morning
service, I will continue teaching this skill, individually or in a
small group setting, depending on the number of students.
Please contact me at rabbigottlieb@bij.org if you are
interested.

Continued...
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NOTES FROM RICKI
Giving Thanks
By Cantorial Soloist/Head of School Ricki Weintraub
Many thanks to all who helped make our High Holy Day services so special this year! The preplanning,
the many volunteers who made calls, read and chanted, Torah lifters, Torah dressers and Torah holders,
each and every one enhanced our worship and lifted our spirits. Family Services were well attended and
enjoyed by all. The Nashira Choir singers (Elie Aharon, Kathy Chaikin Bernstein, Johanna Gendelman,
Stacey Herrera, Jeff Kallman, Yvonne Lorvan, Jodi Meromy, Ann Morgenstern, Inara Morgenstern, Jamie
Morgenstern, Adam Safford, Beth Weisberg, Ariela Morgenstern Wilson) under the expert direction of
John Hirten, sounded truly wonderful!
Our first religious school sessions this year were all about the Holidays. We were “woken up” by the
sound of the shofar to think about ways we would like to act in the year to come. We learned the blessing for sitting in the
Sukkah and the blessing we say before shaking the arba’ah minim (the four species). We learned what three branches make
a lulav and how to hold an etrog. The Holiday season came to an end with a B3 Sukkot sleepover at BIJ and then an enthusiastic Simchat Torah celebration at B’nai Emunah.
Now, as the days grow shorter and we settle in to our winter season, our thoughts turn to celebrations of giving thanks.
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah have a few things in common. They are celebrations we share with families and they are holidays that give us opportunities to think about things we are thankful for. I am grateful to be living and working in a place
where the people in my community are kind and giving and look out for each other. I am blessed to be able to share my love
of Judaism with you and your children.

Wishing you a meaningful season of giving thanks filled with blessings of light,
Ricki
...Continued
Shabbat Shelanu
Shabbat Shelanu (Our Shabbat) is a little different this year, as we share the evening with our B3 partner B’nai Emunah, and
alternate monthly between our two locations. Shabbat Shelanu is NOT just for families with children. While there is a “Tot
Shabbat” service for pre-readers and their families at 5:45pm, followed by a communal “kid-friendly” Shabbat dinner at
6:30pm, the service at 7:15pm is for people of all ages. Dinner is free. The main course is provided, and supplemented by
your “potluck” side dishes and desserts.

Tikkun Olam – Hunger Relief
Together with our friends from B’nai Emunah, Ner Tamid and Or Shalom, we will continue the tikkun olam partnership that
has done such wonderful work in the arena of hunger relief. Look for upcoming dates for sandwich-making, food bank volunteering, and more on Page 9.

Hanukkah – Festival of Lights
This year, Hanukkah arrives late in December, bringing celebratory light in the darkest days of winter. I hope that you will
join us on Friday, December 30th which is Shabbat Hanukkah, when we will gather to celebrate the liberation of the ancient
Temple, and bid farewell to 2016. Details can be found on Page 8.

Every Vote Counts—Make Your Voice Heard
On Rosh Hashanah I spoke about some of the issues facing the nation on the eve of the Presidential
election. Election Day is only a few days away. If you have not already voted in the advance polls, make
sure you cast your vote on November 8th.

Rabbi Danny Gottlieb

B E T H I S R A E L J U DE A B U L L E T I N

PAGE 6

SHABBAT
Shabbat Mornings:
8:45 AM Torah Study / 10:00 AM Service
Join Rabbi Gottlieb each Shabbat morning at 8:45 for an accessible Torah study session, and then be right on time for
Shabbat services led by Rabbi Gottlieb. (The first Saturday of
the month is usually led by Or Shalom’s clergy but these two
months—November and December—are special!)
November 5, 10:00 AM

Adam Safford’s Bar Mitzvah Anniversary
Please join us when Adam Safford will mark the anniversary
of his Bar Mitzvah by chanting Torah and Maftir. The Safford Family will be sponsoring the Kiddush after services.

Although this is a first Shabbat when Or Shalom would
normally be leading the morning service, they will be in
the Sanctuary and Rabbi Gottlieb will lead a BIJ-style
Shabbat Morning Service in the Fireside Room in honor
of Adam’s special celebration.

December 3, 10:00 AM
Bar Mitzvah of Noah Dukhovny
Noah was born on November 28,
2003 in San Francisco where he continues to live and thrive along with
his parents and older brother William. He is also fortunate to have a
large extended family in the Bay Area
and around the world. Noah lives in
a bilingual household, speaking English and Russian.
Noah started his education at the age
of three by learning Russian reading
and writing at the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco - Tikvah classes; then at age four-and-a-half,, he started
to study at Clarendon, a Japanese bilingual, bicultural elementary school where he was introduced to a variety of cultural
traditions and social events. Currently Noah is an eighth
grader at Gateway Middle School, where he mostly enjoys PE
and Math. For two years while studying in middle school,
Noah earned five Honor Lists and awards for responsibility
and “multifaceted” award.
Noah is very interested in sports of all origins. While he is
extremely knowledgeable of all sports facts and trivia, he is
also an avid sports player himself. For six years Noah played
on the Clarendon Bears soccer team. Then in middle school
he continued playing soccer on San Francisco Glens team
while also playing on Gateway Middle School basketball
team. He plans to continue his basketball activities in the future.

Noah spent three summers at Camp Tawonga near Yosemite
where he made great friends and enjoyed his activities very
much. Noah loves listening to music, watching comedy and
playing video games; but mostly he enjoys time spent with his
friends.
During his education at BIJ, Noah has been really privileged
to have great Jewish school teachers helping him learn Hebrew and Jewish history. He is especially thankful to Cantor
Ricki Weintraub and Rabbi Gottlieb, as well as all of the BIJ
teachers, for preparing him to become a Bar Mitzvah.

Special Lay-Led Shabbat Morning
November 26, 10:00 AM
Please join us for a special Lay-Led Service. While Rabbi and Ricki are away…
our Shabbat morning lay leaders (Elie
Aharon, Jamie Morgenstern and Sara
Heckelman) and our minyan regulars will
play!! Elie will also be leading Torah Study
at 8:45 am.
********

********

********

1st Friday: Shabbat Shelanu
November 4 at B’nai Emunah
December 2 at BIJ

5:45 PM Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 PM Dinner –main dish provided/bring sides & dessert
7:15 PM Family Friendly Musical Service

Shabbat Shelanu (Our Shabbat) is a time to celebrate Shabbat, eat together and highlight the learning of our students.
We celebrate together with our friends from B’nai Emunah.
Our Rabbis and song leaders guide us in a fun-filled Shabbat
and monthly birthday celebration!
RSVP http://bij.org/events-donations/registration

2nd Friday: Shabbat in the ‘hood
November 11, 7:30 PM, The Sunset, SF
December 9, 7:30 PM, Pacifica
On the second Friday of each month, we take our Shabbat
service “on the road” to different neighborhoods in San
Francisco and the Peninsula. Members host the chavurahstyle services in their homes, led by Rabbi Gottlieb and Ricki
Weintraub. This provides an opportunity for our members to
enjoy an intimate service and invite neighbors who are not yet
members of the BIJ family to meet and engage with us in an
informal way. For details, or if you are interested in hosting a
Shabbat in the ‘hood this year, please contact the BIJ Office.
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SHABBAT
3rd Friday: Friday Night Feast
November 18 & December 16, 6:30 PM
A free, catered Shabbat feast, sponsored by Sisterhood—The
Women of BIJ! Welcome Shabbat with tableside blessings,
then enjoy delicious fare and each others’ company. After
birkat hamazon, the grace after meals, a special program for the
adults takes place; children can retreat to the Fireside Room
for supervised activity. Invite friends who have never been to
BIJ! This monthly event is a wonderful opportunity to introduce your friends to our BIJ Community.

November 18

4th Friday: Sacred Hebrew Chant &
Drum
December 23 , 7:30 PM

BIJ is joined by Or Shalom for this unique service. Our joyful band of vocalists and drummers lead us as we welcome
Shabbat in an uplifting evening, layered with harmonies and
rhythms, creating a sacred space. A potluck Oneg Shabbat
and schmooze follows. Please bring a treat to share.
Tell a friend – all are welcome!!!
Note: there will be no services at BIJ on November 25.
We are welcome to join our friends at B’nai Emunah.

Meeting the Needs of Youth and Young
Adults in our Communities
Our speaker will be Tiffany Shirley, Senior Manager, Daly
City Youth Health Center. The Center is a community
wellness center which has served 50,000 teens and young
adults during its 26 years of operation. It provides primary
health care, community wellness, counseling services and vocational internships to its clients in Northern San Mateo
County.
RSVP by November 10 to sisterhood@bij.org or www.bij.org

December 16

From Shtetl to Vaudeville: Jewish Magicians
and Illusions of the Mind
Bring the family to end the year with a bit of magic, a bit
of Jewish history, and a lot of FUN!
During magic's Golden Age (1875 - 1940), Jewish magicians
were integral members of a thriving community of Jewish
entertainers - actors, singers, dancers, comedians - who established Variety and Vaudeville performances as the "people's
theater" of the day.
Some magicians, once celebrated innovators in America and
Europe, delighted audiences with what became known as
Illusions of the Mind.
Their stories have mostly been forgotten.
In tribute to these artists, Magician Al Brandon takes us to
a charming and whimsical reality where imagination and illusion merge and collide - leaving us gasping in amazement and
awe.
Al Brandon has been enchanting audiences in and around the
Bay Area for twenty years, specializing in illusions of the
mind. Al Brandon's new engaging and interactive show is a
tribute to these forgotten innovators.
RSVP by December 8 to sisterhood@bij.org or www.bij.org
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BIJ’s Annual Community Hanukkah Celebration!
Erev Shabbat, Seventh Night of Hanukkah
December 30, 2016 at 6:30 pm
Our annual community-wide celebration begins with
Hanukkah & Shabbat candle lighting.
Bring your own hanukkiyah (Hanukkah menorah) and candles,
and we will proclaim the “great miracle” with a room filled with light.
Dinner will be partly catered and partly potluck.
BIJ will provide the main course,
accompanied by latkes (with applesauce and sour cream) -

you bring a dairy or veggie side dish.
After dinner, we’ll enjoy a dessert of sweet, sugary sufganiot
(jelly donuts), with spinning dreidels and music to
celebrate the rededication of the Temple in days of old.

Come join us for this joyful celebration!
RSVP by December 20
on the BIJ website at
www.bij.org/eventsdonations/registration
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ADULT EDUCATION
Mindfulness Meditation
Friday Mornings, 8:30-9:30 AM
Mindfulness meditation is a spiritual practice that allows us to create for ourselves
an extended period of silence, in which to
focus on our inner self without the distractions of life’s constant noise. It is a gift that
we can give to ourselves, for getting in
touch with our inner self and strengthening
our spirit. We allow time to sit together quietly in silent Jewish practice, before heading off to our work or daily routine.

Women’s Rosh Chodesh Group
November 2 & December 7, 7:00 PM
The Women of BIJ celebrate
the new moon each month on
a Wednesday evening. Led by
Ricki Weintraub, we begin with
a short ritual welcoming the
new moon followed by discussions, activities and meditations that help us find ways to
connect more deeply to Judaism, ourselves, our lives and
each other.

Craft & Schmooze
November 13 & December 11, 1:00-3:00 PM
Do you enjoy making friends, making or
learning crafts or maybe a little knitting?
Then join us for a fun afternoon of
schmoozing, crafting, artistic and spiritual
exploration. We meet on a monthly basis,
usually on the second Sunday.

Golden Thursdays: Lunch & Learn with
Rabbis Gottlieb, Levin, Melamut and Mizrahi
PLUS Sandwich Making
November 17, 12:00 NOON at Ner Tamid (R Gottlieb)
December 15, 12:00 NOON at BIJ (R Melamut)
Designed for people with flexible
schedules who would like to
come to the synagogue for a bite,
learn with the rabbis, and socialize. The Lunch & Learn sessions
take place the third Thursday of
the month, are led by Rabbis
Gottlieb, Levin, Melamut and
Mizrahi, and rotate among the different locations. A light
lunch is provided, followed by sandwich making at 1:30 pm
for Hunger Relief Project.

TIKKUN OLAM
Southside Jewish Collaborative Tikkun Olam
Committee
We are approaching the 2nd anniversary of the formation of
the Southside Jewish Collaborative’s Tikkun Olam Committee. We have been focusing our efforts on hunger relief and,
with the help of our volunteers, we have been making progress. By the end of 2016, we will have made prepared 4,500
meals for people who are homeless, packed countless crates
of food at the San Francisco Food Bank, served meals to elders at the Jewish Family and Children’s Services and helped
feed those in need by serving lunch at the Saint Anthony
Foundation. We have a wonderful group of volunteers who
have joined us in helping to assure that those who are in need
of food can have access to it. If you haven’t joined us in our
hunger relief programming (or it’s been a while since you
have), please come. In addition to helping others, the volunteers are great fun to spend time with!!
The Committee is working to expand our programming to
help heal our world in other ways. In September, our Tikkun
Olam Day was a success – food, clothes, toiletries and blankets were delivered to those in need and Ocean Beach got
cleaner! And in October, we co-sponsored the Interfaith
Council’s Winterfaith Walk around Lake Merced to raise
funds for the Winter Shelter. The Shelter is run by the Interfaith Council, to make sure that there are extra shelter beds
during the wet, cold winter months.
Another way you can help this winter is the Holiday Dinner
Drive fundraiser. Last year synagogues across the Bay Area
raised $95,000 for the San Francisco-Marin Food Bank. See
Page 12 for more information.
Here are our upcoming activities. Stay tuned for more opportunities for you to get involved in 2017!!
November
11/17 - Lunch & Learn Sandwich Making @Ner Tamid
11/27 – Food Bank Volunteering
December
12/15 - Lunch & Learn Sandwich Making @BIJ
12/18 – Food Bank Volunteering
12/22 – Serve lunch at St. Anthony’s
January
1/6 – Serve lunch for clients of Jewish Family & Children’s
Services
1/19 - Lunch & Learn Sandwich Making (location TBD)
1/29 – Food Bank Volunteering
Please contact me for more information on any of our programs.
Steve Roditti
Chair, Collaborative Tikkun Olam Committee
415.531.8240 / whoopiesterev@aol.com
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SISTERHOOD—THE WOMEN OF BIJ
By Terry A. Levy, President
I am going to be blunt. We need people to help with the
Hanukkah Fair if we are to have even a close second to what
we had last year. The Fair is on December 4 from 10 am to
2 pm. Sisterhood members Sherrie Rosenberg, Lynne Rappaport and I are currently doing most of the work. We are
trying our best to get more vendors and to entice more of
our members, friends and the general public to attend the
Fair. We are asking our vendors to reach out to their customer and artist networks. We are advertising the Hanukkah
Fair in print ads, via flyers and on social media. We have
never been able to give our Arts & Crafts vendors a guarantee that they will make back their table fee because we have
had so few people, within or outside our membership, attend the event in the past.
I am asking for your help to make this a turning point
in our Fair. I am calling on all Sisterhood members—
and all women and men who are not members who
would like to see our event grow—to volunteer to help.
We also need your help in getting the word out to anyone you might know who might want to be a vendor.
The top priorities are to have someone organize the raffle
and auction items, and someone to take over the job of contacting and updating the vendors and making sure our online registration gets up and running.
Remember, this is an event for all generations. You can purchase holiday gifts for your family and friends or for yourself
to use throughout the year. Most vendors sell items that are
not Judaica. However, the Sisterhood table does sell Judaica
items and we are in the process of putting together a pre-sale
catalog from two main Judaica sources.
Next year someone else will need to chair the Hanukkah
Fair. I have been Sisterhood President since June of 2016
and I spend time every day working on something related to
Sisterhood or the Hanukkah Fair. We need more people to
step up to participate in Sisterhood events and especially for
the upcoming Hanukkah Fair.
L’shalom,

Annual Brunch
November 13, 10:00 AM
Longtime BIJ member Claire Mikowski is our featured
speaker, sharing personal stories and insights from her tenure as Head of Religious School under Rabbi Morris and
Cantor Greenberg.
We hope that you can attend. If you do, you will be treated
to a delectable brunch by the Sisterhood Officers and Committee Chairs. The brunch starts at 10:00 and is planned so
that B3 families can be part of it.
The brunch is free for Sisterhood—The Women of BIJ
members, and $15 for family and friends. But you can save
the $15 by paying your annual membership ($36) at the
door!

Sunday Offsite Brunch Returns!
November 20, 10:00 AM
We sponsor a series of Sunday potluck brunches for BIJ
members and guests. This is a women's social gathering
held at members’ homes. We meet to enjoy a good meal and
get to know each other. All are welcome.
The brunches will be held on Sunday mornings from 10am –
12noon. The location of the November 20 brunch will be
announced soon (check BIJ website and eblasts). If you
would like more information or would like to host a brunch,
contact Ann Comoglio at anncomoglio@gmail.com

Book Club
November 2nd, 7PM, Offsite Location

Terry
Note new email address: terryalevy45@gmail.com
or 415.334.1005

Next Sisterhood—The Women
of BIJ Meeting
November 6 at 10:30 am

The winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, as well
as five other awards, The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh
Nguyen is a blistering exploration of identity and America, a gripping espionage novel, and a powerful story of
love and friendship.
Please contact Sherrie Rosenberg at 415.902.8293 or
sherrie.rosenberg@gmail.com for location and other details. All are welcome for an enjoyable discussion.
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COMMUNITY
An Evening with Ari Shavit
American Jews and Israel: Moving Forward Together

Shimon Peres Remembered in
Words and Music
Tuesday, November 1st, 6:30pm
Congregation Emanu-El
2 Lake St, SF, CA 94118
For more information and to RSVP (required),
go to www.emanuelsf.org/shimon-peres/
******************************************************

A long time columnist for Haaretz, Shavit is also a prominent commentator on Israeli public television and has become one of the strongest voices in Israel’s public arena in
recent years. He challenges the dogmas of both right and
left, while giving unique insight into the overall Israeli condition. With the outstanding success of his unique non-fiction
book, My Promised Land, he is currently bringing an exceptional message to international audiences.
Please RSVP in advance - there is no onsite registration for either evening.
Wednesday, November 9
6:30pm Check-in | 7:00-8:00pm Program
Congregation Beth Am
26790 Arastradero Road, Los Altos Hills
https://aipac.secure.force.com/event/EV155206
Thursday, November 10
6:30pm Check-in | 7:00-8:00pm Program
Temple Sinai
2808 Summit Street, Oakland
https://aipac.secure.force.com/event/EV155207
*******************************************************************

The Refugee: Fleeing Oppression From the
Exodus to Modern Times
Sunday, November 13, 1:00—5:00 pm, Free

This Lehrhaus Judaica Symposium features historians, activists, journalists and refugees examining today’s worldwide refugee crisis. The day includes keynotes, workshops
and a closing performance.
Jewish Community Library
1835 Ellis Street, San Francisco
For more information and to register, go to
www.lehrhaus.org

B E T H I S R A E L J U DE A B U L L E T I N
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DONATIONS
Annual Fund

Barry and Evelyn Adler—Legacy Gift
Josef Anisimov
Eleanor Aronovsky
Gary and Judy Bader
Carolyn Bass
Herbert and Harriet Bloom
Deb and Benjamin Braun
Michael Castleman and Anne Simons
Janet Endelman and Marshall Newman
Katherine Favetti
Jane Field
Beverly Flaum and Sharon Duque
Anne and John Fuchs-Chesney
Lori Ganz and Peter Wolff, Jr.
Aimee Golant Casella and David Casella
Gail Harden
Sandra and Alan Himelstein
Blair and Sue Horst
Shel and Remi Klein
Quentin and Mara Kopp
Matthew Lefkowitz and Ann Comoglio
Ruby Levin
Yvonne Lorvan
Miriam Menzel and Jim Musselman
Ann Morgenstern and Jeffrey Kallman
Jamie Morgenstern
Stephen Roditti
Richard and Anne Marie Ruben
Valerie Rudee
Deborah Schweizer and Curt Engelhard
Martin Segol
Alice Sobel
Stephen and Melanie Talsky

Paul and Sherrie Rosenberg
In honor of the 100th anniversary of
the birth of Paul’s father, Irving H.
Rosenberg. Paul writes:
Irving was born on October 15, 1916
at German Hospital, renamed Franklin
Hospital during World War I, and is
now the Ralph K. Davies campus of
the Sutter Health conglomerate.
My father worshipped at Keneseth
Israel until he married my mother in
1944 and joined Beth Israel. Rabbi
Burstein officiated at their wedding.
He remained a member until his passing in 1991.
I remember my father dearly and miss
him. This donation is in his memory.

Adult Education

Joel Rubinstein
Martin Segol
In honor of Nancy Greenberg’s leadership
as Co-President of BIJ

B3 Education Fund

Martin & Gregg Flaum
Library Fund

Kathleen Chaikin Bernstein and Gerald
Bernstein
In memory of Dr. Abraham Chaikin

Barry and Evelyn Adler
In appreciation for the High Holy Day
honey cake

Care & Concern Fund

Kathleen Chaikin Bernstein and Gerald
Bernstein
In memory of Rose Chaikin

Beverly Flaum
In memory of Martin Flaum
In memory of Carol Nissim
Theodore Flaum
In memory of Martin Flaum

High Holy Days

BIJ Board of Trustees
Sponsoring the Rosh Hashanah Kiddush
Friday Night Feast
Nancy Greenberg and Martin Segol
Sisterhood – The Women of BIJ
Sponsoring the Yom Kippur Break-Fast
Cassandra Spacek
Carolyn and Stanley Wiener
Sponsoring the beautiful bimah and lobby
General Fund
flowers
Gail Block
Sheyla Aucar
In memory of Robert Block
Irit Daly
Deb and Benjamin Braun
Val and Dora Dizitser
In honor of Max Braun’s being called to the Yehuda Donde
Torah on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah Marjory Goldberg
In honor of Matthew Lefkowitz’s hole-inRaisa Lerner
one
Marian Levy
In appreciation of Shabbat Shelanu
Richard Levy
Jeanette Bronstein
Don and Sue Ososke
In memory of Sarah Rosen
Leonid Peisakhovskiy
Apollo Gerona
Nicholas Przybla
In appreciation of Natalie Melendez-Ortiz
Susanne and George Revutsky
boarding Coki*
Mark Sheron
In appreciation of Yom Kippur Services
Anatoly Sushansky
Oleg and Irina Golubtsov
Adele Tarran
Steven and Amy Gottlieb
Leonid and Victoria Tyryshkin
In memory of Shirley Gottlieb
Yelena Vasilevskaya
In memory of David Tiegel
Boris and Klavdiya Zayats
In honor of Harry Huberman’s 70th Birthday
In appreciation of Marty Segol’s Boston Red
*Attention BIJ Dog Lovers!
Sox
Member Apollo Gerona is generGail Isaacs
ously offering to donate to BIJ
In appreciation of Shabbat Shelanu
one-half
of his fee for boarding
Margaret Kaplan
dogs owned by BIJ members.
In memory of Selma Kay
Contact Apollo through the
Corinne and Jennifer Kopatz
members’ app or the BIJ Office.
In memory of Michael Spade
Roni and Paul Melmed
THANK YOU
In appreciation of the loan of BIJ prayer
books for Cassi Goorin’s Bat Mitzvah
APOLLO!!!!!!!!!!
Aaron Rashba
In appreciation of Shabbat Shelanu
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VOLUNTEERS
Music & Cantor Fund
Allen and Sonia Simon
In memory of Bella Blumenkranc
In memory of Leon Blum

Rabbi Morris
Fireside Room Fund
Allen and Sonia Simon
In memory of Sally Simon
In memory of Melvin Simon
Stephen and Melanie Talsky
In memory of Doris Talsky

Rabbi Gottlieb
Discretionary Fund

Barry and Evelyn Adler
In memory of Abe Miller
In memory of Ida Miller
Jeanette Bronstein
In memory of Sidney Bronstein
Michael and Diana Mason
In memory of Drs. Lawrence and Lorraine
Smookler
In memory of Michael Smookler
Susan Schneider
In memory of Edward Pembridge

Gifts-in-Kind

Stephen Talsky
Books for the library

Many thanks to Monica Gutierrez
and the Colma Floral Shop - for
the wonderful customer service
and beautiful High Holy Day
bimah arrangements, as always!
And a special thank you to Lupé
Gutierrez - for providing us with
palm fronds for our Sukkah, for
this year and for many years past.
We appreciate and value Lupe's
continued friendship and
support of BIJ!!

THANK YOU to all our
volunteers, and a special
THANK YOU to our
members who give of their
time, energy and skills:
High Holy Days

Bulletin

Very special thanks to Deb Braun!

David Herrera for installing the Ner Tamid
in Rabbi’s office
Adam Safford for always being available to
lend a hand with set-ups!

Nashira Choir

Office

Elie Aharon
Kathleen Chaikin-Bernstein
Johanna Gendelman
Stacey Herrera
Jeff Kallman
Yvonne Lorvan
Jodi Meromy
Ann Morgenstern
Inara Morgenstern
Jamie Morgenstern
Adam Safford
Beth Weisberg
Ariela Morgenstern-Wilson

Welcome Team

Deborah Bouck
Beth Yarnelle Edwards
Lori Ganz
Aimee Golant
Nancy Greenberg
Barbara Hammel
Gail Harden
Karen Kerner
Corinne Kopatz
Matthew Lefkowitz
Natalie Melendez-Ortiz
Lynne Rappaport
Reeva Safford
Deborah Schweizer
Sandie Spacek
David Zeff

Care & Concern—Honey Cake
Delivery
Apollo Gerona
Deborah Schweizer
Stella Lorvan
Alex Dukhovny
Michele Siegel

Behind the Scenes
Donations received after October
15 will appear in the next bulletin.

Judy Bader in the Office
Stacey Herrera in the Office
Louis Landman for machzor preparation
Andy Safford for speaker installation and
lots of painting

Lynne Rappaport
Adam Safford
Reeva Safford

House

Judy Bader
Amy Gottlieb
Gail Harden

Sisterhood - The Women of
BIJ
Ann Comoglio
Beth Yarnelle Edwards
Barbara Hammel
Gail Harden
Lee Greenholtz Huberman
Terry A. Levy
Yvonne Lorvan
Alannie Melendez-Ortiz
Natalie Melendez-Ortiz
Miriam Menzel
Lynne Rappaport
Simcha Greenspan
Sherrie Rosenberg
Sandie Spacek

Sukkah Building Team

Danny Brook
Julie Brook
Aimee Golant Casella
David Casella
Kaleb Casella
Aida Donahue
Alex Dukhovny
Elina
Hernan Espinoza
Lori Ganz
Johanna Gendelman
Jake Glassman
Jerel Glassman
Hannah Harris
Jonathan Harris
Alfred Herpe
Louis Landman
Myrna Melgar
Morgan
Andy Safford
Please accept our apologies
Reeva Safford
if your name was inadverLisa Weinberg
tently omitted.
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Erev Shabbat Schedule
1st Friday: Shabbat Shelanu (Our Shabbat)
5:45 PM Tot Shabbat
6:30 PM Table Blessings and Dinner
7:15 PM A musical family-friendly service. Our
Rabbis are joined by our song leaders. Potluck
dessert Oneg Shabbat follows. RSVP.
nd
2 Friday: Neighborhood Shabbat
7:30 PM BIJ goes “on the road…”
rd
3 Friday: FREE Friday Night Feast
6:30 PM Tableside Shabbat Blessings & Community
Dinner. Includes program for adults. RSVP.
th
4 Friday: Sacred Hebrew Chant & Drum
7:30 PM Soulful singing, joyful rhythms and
meditative worship. Potluck Dessert Oneg Shabbat
follows - please bring goodies!!

Weekly BIJ Saturday Morning Services
8:45 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Services
Light Kiddush follows

Have a little patience Hanukkah is “late” this year!
A leap month was added to the calendar
last year - a second Adar - so all of our
holidays since Purim have been pushed
back.
Mark your calendars:
December 4 Hanukkah Fair, 10:00am - 2:00pm
December 30 Community Hanukkah
Celebration, 6:30pm

